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Senate Passes Small Hydro Reform Bills 

President Expected to Sign Bipartisan Bills to Accelerate Small Hydro Development 
 
Telluride, CO (August 1, 2013) – The Colorado Small Hydro Association (COSHA) 
praised the US Senate for unanimously approving small hydropower permitting reform 
legislation.   
 
The bills, H.R. 267, the Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act, and H.R. 678, the Bureau 
of Reclamation Small Conduit Hydropower Development and Rural Jobs Act, now head 
to President Barack Obama’s desk for signature. The House of Representatives 
completed action on the bills earlier in the year, passing them with overwhelming 
bipartisan support. 
    
“Federal permitting requirements for non-controversial small hydro projects have been 
crushing the small hydro industry for decades,” said COSHA President Kurt Johnson. 
“This new legislation to cut federal red tape is the biggest thing that’s ever happened to 
the small hydro industry.  Congratulations to Colorado’s Rep. Diana DeGette (D-
Denver), who introduced HR 267, and Rep. Scott Tipton (R-Cortez), who introduced HR 
678, for their leadership on this common sense legislation which will lead to 
development of new small hydro installations and job creation in Colorado.”   
 
H.R. 267 promotes the development of small hydropower and conduit projects and aims 
to shorten regulatory timeframes of low-impact hydropower projects, such as adding 
power generation to the nation’s existing non-powered dams and closed-loop pumped 
storage. 
 
H.R. 678 expedites small hydropower development at existing Bureau of Reclamation-
owned canals, pipelines, aqueducts, and other manmade waterways. 
 
Current federal permitting requirements for small hydro projects are time-consuming and 
costly.  For smaller systems, the cost of permitting can exceed the cost of the hydro 
equipment, which has been a barrier to small hydro development for decades.     
 
The Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act solves this problem by creating a “regulatory 
off-ramp” from FERC permitting requirements for non-controversial hydro projects on 
existing conduits such as pipelines and canals which are less than 5-megawatts.   
 
 



    

Studies conducted in recent years concluded that there is tremendous untapped U.S. 
hydropower growth potential.  Navigant Consulting found that 60,000 MW of 
hydroelectric capacity could be built by 2025, with the right policies in place.  Over one 
million cumulative jobs could be created in pursuit of that goal.  The Department of 
Energy recently found over 12,000 MW of untapped potential at the nation’s existing 
non-powered dams. 
 
Colorado currently has hundreds of hydro-related jobs, a number that has the potential 
to grow rapidly. The National Hydropower Association has estimated 5.3 jobs created 
per megawatt of new hydro construction.  COSHA estimates approximately 200 MW of 
potential new hydro development in Colorado, which would mean approximately 1,000 
new jobs created in Colorado, including jobs for developers, engineers, attorneys and 
financiers as well as concrete workers, plumbers, carpenters, welders and electricians.   
 
“Here in Colorado we are blessed to have leaders in Congress that understand that 
expediting small hydro development will lead to development of new, clean energy 
generation and create new jobs -- particularly in rural areas.  I am pleased that this 
common-sense, bipartisan hydro reform legislation will finally be signed into law,” added 
COSHA President Kurt Johnson.   
 
About the Colorado Small Hydro Association (COSHA) 

The Colorado Small Hydro Association is dedicated to accelerating development of 
small hydro in Colorado.  The 2013 COSHA Conference took place in Denver on 
Tuesday, July 23, 2013 attracting over 100 attendees including hydro developers, 
equipment vendors, utilities, environmental consultants, and federal, state and local 
government officials. Additional information about COSHA is available at 
www.smallhydro.co.  
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